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The People of Color Sustainability Collective is an award-winning campus
initiative based on a partnership between the Ethnic Resource Centers , Colleges

Nine and Ten ,  and the Sustainability Office .

The findings below are from a campus-wide survey administered in spring 2019,
where UCSC undergraduates ranked each definition of sustainability in order of

importance ,  with 1 being the most important and 5 the least important .  

Overall Campus Rankings 
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Findings

“Equity is essential for sustainability ,  because efforts aren't sustainable
unless they are sustainable for everyone in all demographics . . . .not just
wealthy white people who can afford to be environmentally conscious”

The rank order of sustainability definitions was the same between
PoC and white students .
there is a plurality ,  not a majority ,  of preferences among
sustainability definitions . Each definition resonates with many
students .  
*The difference in percentages between PoC and white students fo r 
th e d efi n i ti o n s “ u si n g”  and  “ p rom o ti n g”  was
statistically significant (p<0.05).
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"Learning from people's practices to steward the earth ." 
"The world is diverse and we need to know how to take care of it with

diversity ."

"The environment's biggest threat is big business and politicians who
wield a disproportionate amount of power , and inherently benefit from the
destruction of the environment . Nothing large-scale can be accomplished

unless those in power are pro sustainability ."

"We need to build more infrastructure that won ’t add harmful things to
the environment ."

"We need to find a way to use the least resources as possible to get the
most benefit for us while doing the least amount of damage to the planet ."
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